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ShackMaster Review 
Lew McCoy, W tICP, has written a 
review of ShackMaster, our multi­
function station controller. The 
review appeared in the November. 
1986 issue of CQ Magazine. Lew is 
the Technical Representative at CQ. 
after having spent many years in the 
Technical Department at the League. 
If you can't find the November issue of 
CQ. call or write us for a reprtntl 

Product Demonstration Cassette 
We've put the finishing touches on our 
repeater product demo cassette, and 
it's available on request at no charge. 
It lets you hear. first hand. the Inside 
story on our repeater control 
products, Including the RC-850 and 
RC-85 controllers, the Digital Voice 
Recorder, and the ITC-32 Intelligent 
Touch-Tone Control Board. It's 
suitable for individual listening or for 
club meeting presentations. If you've 
been working on convincing your 
group to upgrade your repeater, our 
tape may be a valuable tool in your 
presentation. 

Wayne Green Visits ACC 
in early October we had the pleasure 
to be visited by Wayne, W2NSD, 
during a layover in the Bay Area on his 
way to Tokyo. We had the opportunity 
to talk about 73 Magazine, amateur 
radio in general, CD's, and lots more, 
If you haven't seen 73 Magazine lately, 
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be sure to take a look. With Wayne 
back, and a great crew, it's more in­
teresting than ever. 
We also twisted Wayne's arm and had 
him record some ID announcements 
for our repeaters. If you run tnto him 
at a hamfest. take a tape recorder, 
and if you twist his arm hard enough, 
he might be willing to record an ID 
which you can upload to your DVRl 

Dayton Speakers 
Once again we're planning to have a 
forum at the Dayton Hamvention. Last 
year we were fortunate to have three 
speakers present interesting talks. 
Like last year, we'd like several 
equipment owners to talk about 
projects they've undertaken relating 
to their repeater systems. Talks can 
relate to technical topics, site 
management, organizational and 
financing ideas, or anything else 
relating to repeaters. 
Our forum Is scheduled for Sunday, 
April 26, 10:00-11:30 a.m., at the 
Hara Arena. You can plan to attend 
Sunday morning even if you want to 
get an early start home. 
Please contact us as soon as possible if 
you'd like to give an Informal talk. 
Share the wealth of information! 

Renew Your FREE Subscription! 
Please fill out and return the form on 
the last page to continue receiving 
ACC Notesl Don't forget! 



Archie Comic Book 
You may have heard about or seen the 
new comic book about amateur radio 
aimed at Interesting young people In 
the hobby. While It was a Joint effort 
of the amateur Industry and the 
League, one of the real heros behind 
the effort was Dick Ross. the publish­
er of CQ Magazine. Dick did much of 
the work In bringing the project to 
reality. Projects of this type usually 
have one or two people who are really 
responsible for pulling them off - in 
this case it was Dickl Thanks! 
By the way. we have a number of 
copies of the comic book. If you know 
any youngsters who you might be able 
to I1ght a fire under. and you'd enjoy 
following up by leading them through 
the process of becoming a ham. ask us 
for a copy. Quantities are available 
from the League. 

ID of the Month
 
"Hundreds of hams will switch over,
 
turn on. and dial up radio eighty-eight 
- N2JC Repeater". 

Courtesy Tones of the Month 
Bob Bash. KE3K. reports an interest­
ing "special effect" courtesy tone 
design Idea for the RC-850 controller. 
It's based on creating "beat note" 
effects by using dual frequency tones 
with slightly different pitches. 
A soft decay tone can be set up by 
programming frequencies 1 or 2 Hz 
apart. Tones I Hz apart will create a 
1 Hz beat note - that is, the tone will 
start out at full amplitude. decay to 
zero in a half second, and reach full 
amplitude again in 1 second. For 
example. if Segment lA = 400 Hz. and 
Segment 2A = 401Hz. and the 
duration is 500 ms, the effect will be a 
decaying tone like a bell. Thanks Bob! 
Brad Watson. WA6AEO. who can 
decode Touch-Tones by ear, identifies 
his currently selected macro set by 
assigning the corresponding Touch-

Tone courtesy tone to each. Just 
program one tone segment with the 
two frequencies that make up the 
desired Touch-Tone digit. For your 
reference, the tone frequencies are 
shown below: 
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A Day in the Life of ShackMaster... 
'On October 18. 1986. Lee (KH6BZF) 
called me on my repeater (147.84/24) 
and wanted to show some Boy Scouts 
that were camping at Aiea State Park 
communications on VHF. After he 
told me, I turned on my ShackMas ter 
100 and Its link onto HF. 
"Thts way. we could show them more 
than Just a VHF mobile/handheld type 
of communications. Now the Boy 
Scouts were able to work George 
(CE3HFI) in Chile. 10 meters. Bill 
(AH6H) on 15 meters. and Karl 
(KKIA/6) also on 15 meters. All 
signals were 59. The time was 
between 2148Z and 2216Z. 
"The Boy Scouts were from Troop 
113. St. Anna's. While in contact with 
Chile. Lee found out that two of the 
boys spoke Spanish, and he let them 
talk to George and try out their 
Spanish. This showed the Boy Scouts 
a small part of Amateur Radio. and 
some of Its up-to-date type of 
communications. The contacts were 
enjoyed by one and all." (Tony. 
KH6JEO) 





We visited, but dtdn't exhibit at the 
Hamwest convention in Las Vegas in 
early November. This year there will 
be no large southern California show ­
we expect Hamwest in Las Vegas to be 
the place to be In '87, The date 
hasn't been set yet, but keep your 
eyes open. Plan to attend! 

RCB-2 Available 
We've upgraded the Rotor Control 
Board to handle heavier duty rotor 
boxes including the Tailtwister. It's 
supported by ShackMaster and will be 
supported by RC-850 controller V3,5 
software, ($76 discount price) 

TM-411A Details 
Norman Hendrickson, K0BT, has 
provided us with a nice article about 
"KB0T Remote Base", He describes 
his ShackMaster hookup to the 
Kenwood TM-411A as a frequency 
agtle control transceiver, including 
the use of DeS for control channel 
security. We'11 send you a copy on 
request. 

Drake UV-3 Details 
Also available is a writeup on 
frequency agile control of the Drake 

UV3 trt-band transceiver. The 
writeup is based on information 
submitted by Tom Workman, K0TW, 
and Jerry Clark, K7KZ, Thanks, Tom 
and Jerry! 

Computer Interface Progress 
We haven't forgotten about the 
computer interface for the RC-850 
controller, although it may seem that 
way. We're actively working on the 
software, and we think that '850 
owners will be very happy with the 
package that we'll have to offer. 

Want to Continue Receiving 
"ACC Notes"? 
It's been a couple of years since we 
updated our ACC Notes malltng list. 
We're happy to continue sending ACC 
Notes to you at no charge. but we do 
want to know that you're still enjoying 
It. If you'd like to keep receiving it. 
please return the form below, If we 
don't hear from you, we'll regretfully 
remove you from our subscription list. 
Pleasefill out thefarm and send 
it back now, even if!IOU own ACC 
equi,pment. Thanks! 
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