


There is a Pause... 
in the synthesized speech of the RC-85 verstcn 
3 vocabulary. We accidentally left it out of the 
listing In the manual on page 7-4. Vocabulary 
code "34" results in a brief pause for use 
between phrases. 

220PA 
JIm Moorman, W9TK, an RC-850 controller 
owner wrttes: 
"After searching the market for a commercial 
quality PA wtth a proven track reeord. it was 
obvious to me that Faleon Engtneertng was the 
only way to go. I am now wa1t1ng for the last 
piece to complete the 220 MHz system. Falcon 
Is aboul to release a new driver stage whteh will 
provide the needed gain on the same heat sink 
to boost the MICOR exciter's 400 mW output and 
drive the PA no watt input) to full power out." 
The new drtver stage that Jim mentions wrll be 
available in late February. 

Jim has done the K220 Notes" MICOR 
conversion to an exciter and several recetvers. 
He has not been able to get better than 3 uV 
sensitivity on the recetvers (.5 uV with a 
preamp). If anyone has done better on a MICOR 
receiver eonversron to 220, please let us or Jim 
know. 

Falcon Engtneertng. P.O. Box 8979, Newport 
Beach, CA 92658 714-760-3622. 

Keep Your Battery Charged 
Charles Durst. WA4WTX provides us with his 
circuit for ehargtng a backup ~el cell battery to 
keep his '850 controller running durtng a 
primary power blackout. It's even complete 
with outputs for metering the ae line voltage 
and the battery DC voltage through the RC-850 
controller's voice telemetry readbaek. The 
circuli provides a selectable charge current (110 
rnA for R2=5Ql, and limits the rnaxtrnum 
voltage which can be applied across the battery 
(R1 pol). Thanks, Charles! 
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British Digital Cordless Phone Service 
In a twist on a portable telephone capability. 
the public Phonezone servtee allows calls to be 
made from handheld phones. UnHke cellular, 
however. this service is intended for stationary 
portable use. Operating at 900 MHz. these 
digital phones tie into publte access terminals. 
or "teleports". at airports, railway stations, 
service stations, etc. Access Is possible within 
650 feet of the terminals. Forty channels are 
available for automatic selection. and voice is 
sent In packets of digitized speech USing time­
division duplex transmission. The dtgttal 
transmission ts saId to provide hl~h spectrum 
efftctency and privacy In communications. 

Manufacturers involved in the special ICs for 
the zonephones Include Plessey. Philips, 
Ferranti. and Texas Instruments. The handsets 
and base stauons are each expected to eost 
$400-600. 

Phonezone service Is expected to begin shortly 
In Brttam. 

EE Times, December 14, 1987. 

Manuals Ava1Iable 
We've "laser written" all our product manuals 
so that they're as easy as posstble to read. Ifyou 
have a tattered old manual, need spares, or 
you're interested in reading about our products 
before buying. you may order them separately. 
RC-850 Controller - $35 

RC-85 Repeater Controller - $15
 
ITC-32 Touch-Tone Control Board - $10
 

Digital Voice Recorder - $10
 
ShackM:aster 100 - $15
 

All prtces are prepard or eredtt eard, with no 
charge for shipping. Command eodes are 
censored in controller manuals to protecl 
owners, but registered owners ean order 
uncensored manuals. 
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Brldgeway to Radio 
Jack Romano of AAT Communications 
recently sent us some pictures of the view from 
his repeater site at the Brooklyn tower top of 
the verrazano Narrows Bridge in New York. 

Jack writes ... MWe presently have an Re-8S In 
service on the Brooklyn tower top and tt Is 
working great just as the literature states. When 
equipment needs to be serviced on the bridge, 
the lower level roadway must be closed for 
service personnel to gam access to tower 
elevators. So the need for reliable equipment Is 
a must! We have chosen the RC-85 on the 
reputation of several ShackMaster J OOs and 
ITC-32s. Hats off to the engineers at ACC.~ 

Thanks. Jack. 

Programm.able-Programmable Encoder 
The new Communications Specialists SS-32P 
subaudtble tone encoder allows use of standard 
or any non-standard tones In commurucauons 
systems. The SS-32P,& generates the standard 
32 tones between 67 Hz and 250 Hz, but you may 
order the untt wtth any desired tone 
frequencies at any switch setting. A small 
E2PROM is used to allow configuring the exact 
frequencies to be generated. No more need to 
change crystals to get an oddball tone 
frequency for extra security In a tone guarded 
system. When you order the unit. Just tell them 
what special frequencies you want, at no extra 
charge. $28.95 (1-9) 

Commurucattons Specialists, 426 West Taft 
Ave., Orange, CA 92665-4296 (BOO) 854-0547 

City Counting on Radio Hams 
(The Iollowmg arttele appeared In the October 
7, 19871ssue of the San Jose Mercury News.I 

If an earthquake or other major disaster were 
to hit Cupertino, city officials plan to rely on a 
low-proftle group of ham operators to help 
coordinate rescue and clean-up operations. 

The amateur radio enthusiasts could enable 
city officials. huddled in a city emergency 
center, to cornmurucate with rescue workers 
throughout the city if regular city telephone 
and radio systems become overloaded, said Bert 
vtskovich. the city director ofpubHc works. 

The 29-member Cupertino Amateur Radio 
Emergency Service "w1ll allow us to reach 
different Irequencres. They are a support 
servtee and a very Important one In an 
emergency," he sard. 

The ham operators could be scattered 
throughout the city and be In places that etty 
workers arc too busy to be, vlskovtch said. 

As soon as a quake hits, the ham operators wlll 
get In touch with one another and be avallable 
to help city offtctals In any way, satd Skip 

Stevens, a research and development engineer. 
who formed the group two years ago, 

"As soon as we are avallable - perhaps In two 
mtnutes - we wlll turn on our amateur radios to 
well-established disaster coordtnatton chan­
nels," he said. "The first man who gets on acts 
as a manpower supervisor and takes a roll-call 
of who Is available to respond to an emergency 
and Identify their locations." 

"Then, we go to government offtetals and say 
we're available. and how can we serve?" he 
said. 

Stevens, who w1U go tmmedtately to the 
Emergency Operations Center on Mary Avenue, 
will sit wtth clty offlctals and dtspateh hLs atl ­
volunteer group throughout the City. 

"Our group wtll shadow key agency personnel 
such as the etty manager, butldmg Inspectors, 
the community relations offlcer and those 
moving heavy construction equipment. setting 
up shelter areas and coordinating matertal and 
food," he said. 

vtskovtch sard the eJly 15 "fine tuning" Its 
overall emergency preparedness plan and will 
move Into the basement of the City Hall 
burldtng when remodeling Is Jmrshed late this 
year. 
He said the city has invested at least $3,000 In 
ham radio equipment and plans to buy more, 

uWe have invested In them, included them in 
exercises, and they have become a member of 
our emergency operating plans." he said. 

"They have become the most Important link we 
have because the other communreanons Hnks 
may be overloaded," he said. "They are the ones 
that provide the commurucattons Hnk between 
different agencies and radio Irequenetes." 

He said that before the ham radio group 
organized, city officials said that a com­
munteanons breakdown durtng an emergency 
was one of their chief worries. 

"Now, we may have solved that problem that 
has been hovertng over us," 

And introducing ...
 
our new sales engineer, Richard GolLno.
 

Richard joined ACC in October to help us serve 
our busIness radio-related customers and other 
commercial accounts. When he's not out on the 
rugby Ileld, he's working on getting his Novice 
ham license. With a mechanical engineering 
background and rune years of sales experience 
with EG&G Rotron. Rrehard Is a weleome 
addttton to our staff 



Repeater Phone Une Cost Reduction 
From the W5TI Report. January I, 1988, we have 
learned that Southwestern Bell has recently 
downgraded th etr telephone s e rvre e 
classrftcauon for ham radio repeater Itnes from 
eommeretal to resrdentral rates. ThIs means a 
substantial telephone rate reduction for repeater 
sites served by Southwestern Bell. One club will 
be receiving a $2000 refund representing 17 years 
of back overcharges! 
You may want to find out from your phone 
eompany if your repeater phone Ime has been 
improperly classified as a commercial line. For 
more Information, contaet Paul Gilbert, KE5ZW, 
telephone number (915) 573-2163. 
All we ask is that when you get your refund. use It 
to upgrade your repeater with a new ACC 
controller! 

Wanted. - Engineer to Help Invent the Future 
We're looking for an addrttonal design engineer 
to Join our engineering team. Help us to invent 
the future of amateur radio and other markets. 
He/she should be an electrical engineer with a 
computer science background. at least 4 years 
expertence tn microcomputer, logic. and analog 
design. Assembly and high level language 
programming skills required, Salary ts 
competitive and commensurate with 
expertenee. For confidential constderatton. 
please send resume to: Engineering Manager, 
Advanced Computer Controls, Inc., 2356 Walsh 
Ave.. Santa Clara, CA 95051. 

advanced 
computer 
controls. inc. eee 

2356 Walsh Avenue • Santa Clara. California 95051 

Archive of K6COP 
WR6COP Repeater 


